
 

 

 
 
 
 
March 27, 2020 
  
Dear Families and Staff, 
  
On behalf of the Oneida City School District, we hope you and your families are remaining safe and 
doing your best to follow guidance regarding measures to contain the spread of COVID-19 within our 
community.  Events have continued to unfold, and we recognize that this raises questions about 
potential impacts on students, families and our full community. Where answers exist, we will work 
quickly to provide them. However, we anticipate that many other questions will require additional 
research and/or consultation with local, state or federal officials. 
  
Return to school date 
The Oneida City School District initially closed from March 16- April 13th,  with a return to school on 
April 14th. Today, Governor Cuomo indicated at his press conference that schools will be closed until 
April 15th.  We have not received official information in an executive order yet.  
  
Instruction 
In March, students received instructional guidance that focused on review material that is not graded, 
rather than new instructional material.   We will not be providing additional instructional materials until 
after our originally planned spring vacation (April 4 - April 13).   Our administrative team is working in 
collaboration with other districts to establish how learning will continue (iLearning Plan) if we remain 
closed longer than anticipated.  As soon as we hear if we will be closed beyond April 15th,  we will share 
our iLearning Plan with faculty, staff, and families.  
  
Chromebook deployment 
After much discussion and the need to potentially implement an iLearning Plan, the district will provide 
Chromebooks to all students grades 3-12.  This is important to ensure that our kids can continue to learn 
if we are out of school longer.  We anticipate that we will be deploying grades 7-9 by the beginning of 
next week.  Grades 3-6 will take a bit longer as we have placed an order for the devices.  More 
information about Chromebook delivery for all students in grades 7-9 will be sent on Monday via a robo 
call, email and text. We are continuing to meet and plan on how we can best service all students PK-12.  
  
Student email 
As we work to increase communication between students and teachers, the Oneida City School District 
has turned on email accessibility for students in grades 6-12. Students can access this feature by going to 
mail.google.com or by clicking on Gmail in the Chrome browser and typing in their Oneida issued 
Google address.   As a reminder, student email reads as their graduation year, first initial, full last name 
and @ocsdny.org. For example: John Smith graduating in 2020 is 20jsmith@ocsdny.org. The student’s 
password is their existing network password.   Please visit the Student Email Acceptable Use Policy at 
www.oneidacsd.org.  
 
School Feeding Program 
Our food service department continues to support students who are food dependent on the district. We 
will continue to provide meals throughout our closure.  Information regarding ‘Grab and Go” meals can 
be found at www.oneidacsd.org > COVID-19 or: https://www.oneidacsd.org/c_o_v_i_d-19/grab-and-
_go_meals  
  



 

  

 
Childcare for Essential Employees in Our Community 
Child care placement is available to personnel who provide essential services, supplies, or support 
during this unprecedented time.  Essential personnel can call the Oneida-Herkimer-Madison Child Care 
Resource Center at 315-223-7850 extension 222 or email earlycareandlearning@cornell.edu for 
information on childcare placement.  The Child Care Resource Center will continue to evaluate and 
adjust plans as necessary to best meet the childcare needs of essential personnel.  Thank you to all 
essential personnel who continue to protect and support our community. 
 
Communication 
Contact emails for each building: 

Durhamville durhamville@oneidacsd.org                
North Broad northbroad@oneidacsd.org     
OHS             oneidahigh@oneidacsd.org 
OSMS           ottoshortell@oneidacsd.org     
Seneca Street   seneca@oneidacsd.org                     
Willard Prior willardprior@oneidacsd.org 
District Office  districtoffice@oneidacsd.org 

  
Oneida City School District remains committed to open and transparent communications to support our 
students during this crisis. Our priority is the safety and education of all our students.   Hearing from you 
will help us identify areas of improvement.   As always, thank you for your patience, understanding and 
flexibility. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Mary-Margaret Zehr 
Superintendent 
 


